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Good Sams Netball – Player Grading Policy 

1. Purpose of this Policy 
1.1 This policy aims to: 
1.1.1 Provide all players with fair and consistent opportunities. 
1.1.2 Ensure each player is treated as an individual, regardless of previous teams or divisions. 
1.2 Good Sams Netball is affiliated with the Sunshine Coast Netball Association (SCNA). As SCNA operates a skills-based competition, a formal grading process is required to ensure players are placed in teams appropriate to their demonstrated ability. Other associations may differ. 
2. Grading Process 
2.1 Timing 
2.1.1 Grading takes place after registration closes, typically during February each year. 2.2 Player Trials 
2.2.1 Players will be assessed by independent graders, in the two preferred positions they nominate upon registration. This should be the players preferred trial positions (not the person that registered them) and should checked in netball connect prior to grading days to ensure correct trialed positions during grading

2.2.2 Attendance at grading sessions is expected. Players who do not attend all scheduled sessions may not be placed in the most suitable team for their skill level. 

2.2.3 If a player cannot attend grading, parents/carers must notify: 
• Sandra – goodsamsnetball@gmail.com 
• Phil – goodsamsvp@gmail.com 
as early as possible. 


3. Team Selections 
3.1 Team placement is determined using a range of factors to ensure the best possible outcome for each player while supporting the overall needs of the club. All decisions are made in line with Sunshine Coast Netball Association (SCNA) policies. 
3.2 Following the completion of grading sessions, players are placed into teams primarily according to the skill level and ability demonstrated during trials, along with information provided to graders. Team formation does not involve simply placing the top nine players into one team and the next nine into another. 
3.3 Positional balance is an important consideration. Where possible, teams will include an appropriate mix of attacking, centre-court, defensive players, and shooters. 
3.4 When multiple players in the same position demonstrate similar skill levels, additional factors may be considered, including: 
3.4.1 On-court combinations and player compatibility 
3.4.2 Versatility and the ability to play multiple positions 
3.4.3 Previous team combinations 
3.4.4 Competitive approach and playing style 
3.4.5 Feedback from previous season coaches and managers 
3.4.6 Friendships and social considerations (considered last and only where appropriate) 
3.5 These combined criteria help ensure teams are balanced, cohesive, and positioned to support player development, positive team dynamics, and both individual and club success. 
4. Team Placement 
4.1 Following club grading, SCNA assigns teams into divisions across the association. 
4.2 Clubs and/or coaches have a three-week period to request a review if they believe a team has been placed in an unsuitable division.
 
4.3 Good Sams Netball uses independent graders who assess and score players based on skill performance and gameplay observation.
 
4.4 Additional considerations include: 
4.4.1 Player combinations and positional balance 
4.4.2 Feedback from previous coaches 
4.4.3 Social and emotional factors relevant to team dynamics 


5. Player Development and Team Dynamics 
5.1 Team compositions naturally shift from year to year due to player development, age changes, and differing skill distributions. 

5.2 A player’s role within a team may vary each season: 
5.2.1 Higher-skilled role – Some seasons, a player may be among the stronger team members. This allows them to lead, inspire, support others, and develop leadership skills. 
5.2.2 Developing role – Other seasons, a player may be surrounded by more advanced teammates. This provides challenge, motivation, and opportunities for accelerated growth. 
5.2.3 Middle-skilled role – At times, a player may sit mid-range in team skill level, allowing them to learn from stronger players while also supporting those still progressing.
All roles are equally as important as each other in a netball player's journey. 
5.3 It is not possible to create teams where every player is perfectly matched in skill. Team formation prioritises player development, balance, and a positive learning environment. 
6. Special Circumstances 
6.1 Underage Players 
6.1.1 Players turning 10 during the calendar year may be considered for placement if capacity exists. 6.1.2 Eligibility requirements set by SCNA must be met before an underage player can be accepted. 
6.2 NetSetGO White Teams 
6.2.1 White NetSetGO teams are graded at Good Sams Netball to ensure fair and balanced team formation. 
7. Questions, Concerns, or Placement Enquiries 
7.1 Any questions or concerns regarding a player’s team placement must be submitted in writing within two (2) days of team lists being published. 
7.2 Enquiries should be directed to: 
• Sandra – goodsamsnetball@gmail.com 
• Phil – goodsamsvp@gmail.com 

8. Review & Approval
8.1 This policy will be reviewed annually by the Executive Committee. 
8.2 Amendments may be made where necessary to reflect SCNA guidelines or club requirements.
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